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By Train

(JR )
@from 0SAKA

JR Osaka St.—JR Kansai Main Line—Horyuji St.

@from USJ
Universal-City St.—JR Yumesaki Line—Nishikujo St.—JR Osaka Loop Line—JR Tennoji St.—JR Yamatoji Line—Horyuji St. A n d o T o‘ A/ n

@from TENNOJI
JR Tennoji St.—JR Yamatoji Line—Horyuji St.

@1from KANSAI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT S i g h t s e e i n g G u i d e

Kansai airport St.—JR Hanwa Line—JR Tennoji St.—JR Yamatoji Line—Horyuji St.

@from OSAKA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
JR Itami St.—JR Fukuchiyama Line—>JR Osaka St.—JR Kansai Main Line—Horyuji St.

KINTETSU RAILWAY

@from KYOTO
Kintetsu Kyoto St.—Kintetsu Kyoto Line or Kashihara Line—Kintetsu Hirahata St.
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This pamphlet entitled Akari no Machi Ando (Ando, Town of Light) contains explanations in
Japanese with certain portions translated into English.
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The town of Ando in Nara Prefecture carries an air of ancient history and culture and is located southeast
of Horyuji Temple, a world heritage site. The atmospheric pastoral scenery of the town can be experienced
in each of the four seasons. Various cultures have also left their historical imprint on the area, as Ando has
been a water transportation hub since antiquity and was served by the Tenri Keiben Railway running from
Shin Horyuiji Station (which was adjacent to where JR Horyuji Station is today) to Hirahata Station (near
present-day Kintetsu Hirahata Station) prior to World War Il. Taishimichi, the road Prince Shotoku is said to

HE L

HiL 2K < R R R A e AL 15

13— EEY{ LB have taken from lkaruga Palace to Asuka, also remains.
— 2 L The lamp wicks (Toushin) that supplied Japan’ s lighting(Akari) industry were also made in this town and
k *E Tj’i&ﬁ =1 BE \l 'f% delivered throughout the country. These wicks were used in lanterns and Japanese candles, supporting

) (fﬂ{fcilﬁﬂﬂi—'\-lﬂﬁ@%ﬁﬁ(:ﬁﬁéﬂfb ET) lifestyles in Japan over a long period. Ando may be small, but it is a town gleaming with cultural interactions.
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The History of Ando
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. Water Transportatlon

The Ando area is located in a low portion of the Nara basin at the confluence of most of its rivers. As
such, the town was a key point for water transportation in the Asuka Period, linking Namba and Asuka.
Ando was also an important hub for Japan’ s interaction with the Sui and Tang dynasties, as well as
other countries of mainland Asia. The name “Ando” is said to have originally been known as “Ato,” a
name that can be seen in various place names listed in the Nihon Shoki (Chronicles of Japan), such as
Ato no Kuwaichi and Ato no Kawabe no Yakata (a state guest house).

1 Taishimichi (The Prince’ s Road)

With regard to land transport, it is traditional held that the Taishimichi that runs through Ando was the
road taken by Prince Shotoku from his home in lkaruga Palace to Asuka, on his favorite horse named
Kurokoma. The Taishimichi is also known as the Sujikaimichi (“diagonal brace road”) because it is tilted
about 20 degrees to the west from the major north-south roads in the Asuka Period, which were the
Kamitsumichi, Nakatsumichi, and Shimotsumichi
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Kenkichi Tomimoto,a Master of Modern Ceramics
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Kinzo Imamura, a Meritorious Contributor to the Re—institution of Nara Prefecture
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Bungo Imamura Kinzou Imamura Arao Imamura

E Kenkichi Tomimoto, a Master of Modern Ceramic

Kenkichi Tomimoto (1886-1963), who was born in Ando, is widely recognized as a master of
modern Japanese ceramics. In 1955 he was designated as a holder of important intangible cultural
assets (a living national treasure) and in 1961 he received the Order of Cultural Merit.

m Kinzo Imamura, a Meritorious Contributor to the Re-institution of Nara Prefecture
Kinzo Imamura was an activist who led the movement for the independence and re-institution of
Nara Prefecture from Osaka Prefecture in 1887. The Imamura-tei (now the Ando Town Folk Heritage
Museum) was also the home of Bungo Imamura (1808-1864), who was known for his close
friendship with famous Tenchu-gumi member Mitsuhira Tomobayashi from the closing days of the
Tokugawa Shogunate, Kinzo Imamura (1852-1924), and Arao Imamura, the 5th President of Osaka
Imperial University (now known as Osaka University) and a person of other meritorious cultural
contributions
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Lamp Wick Making, a Traditional Industry
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Lamp Wick Making(Toushin-hiki), a Traditional Industry

Lamp wicks are made from the piths of stalks of Japanese lamp rush (a type of grass) with the
husks removed, providing the ideal material for lamp lighting because of how it absorbs the oil. Lamp
rush stalks that have been thoroughly soaked in water have their husks torn off with the blade of a
tool called a “hikidai” (pulling board), enabling the piths to be pulled out without cutting them. These
lamp wicks are also used as the wicks of Japanese candles in a process that involves wrapping
bamboo skewers in Japanese paper and lamp wick material, then lacing silk around the result to make
the candle wick. The method for candle-making handed down from ancient times in Japan uses
natural wax from the fruit of the Japanese wax tree, which grows only in Japan, and has driven the
independent production of Japanese candles. Unlike candles from the West, Japanese candles give
off a light (Akari) with a faintly gentle sway.
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® Gokurakuji Temple (The Hiroshima Great Buddha)

It'is said that this temple was founded by Prince Shotoku. Ensconced here are the Honzon
Amidanyorai Zazo (the principle image of the Amitabha Tathagata, seated; an important cultural
asset) and the Hiroshima Great Buddha (Amidanyorai Zazo (Amitabha Tathagata, seated)), which
was built immediately after World War Il to mourn those who died to the nuclear bomb at
Hiroshima. The 600 volumes of the Daihannya-kyo can also be seen here every year at the
Daihannya Tendokukai gathering. The temple is famous as a Japanese plum blossom viewing spot
in the spring.
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© Zenshoji Temple (The Pine of Fusho)
i YbBrinkx L 2L YE3H Inside the grounds of this temple lies a nearly 300-year-old Japanese pine tree known as the Pine

A A P
@ N of Fusho, which is said to have been transported from Fukui Prefecture over the sea. With its
Y = i’%ﬂﬁ i RA 19 ﬁ ﬁﬁ characteristic root structure arranged to swell up greatly from the ground, it is notable for its
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unusual coexistence with Japanese honeybees.
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© Ando Town

¥’ Historical Folklone Museum

On display are materials related to the town of Ando
in the remains of the home of Kinzo Imamura, who
was instrumental to the re-institution of Nara
Prefecture. Exhibits about the traditional industry of
lamp wick making are also presented.
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&> Akunami Shrine (Main Hall: Designated as a Cultural Asset by Nara Prefecture)
¥~ (Said to be Founded by Prince Shotoku)

This temple is designated for the protection of both eastern Ando and western Ando, and deifies
Susanoo no Mikoto (the Shinto god of the sea and storms).

The temple houses the votive pictures, ritualistic implements, and musical instruments for the Namode
dance, which was revived after 100 years in 1995. The frame hung from the Shinto gateway is based on
writing by Kenkichi Tomimoto.
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This shrine is said to have been built in the place of Akunami Ashigaki Palace, with is connected

with Prince Shotoku. The well in front of the Shinto gateway is also known as Narihira Sugatami no
Ido (“the well where Narihira looked upon his appearance”).
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@ Takatsuka
There used to be a giant Sendan no Ki tree here, but it was felled by a typhoon in 1953. There is a
large stone on the south side of the remaining root, under which the hawk used by a lord for
falconry is said to be buried, which is where the name Takatsuka (which sounds like “hawk
mound” ) is said to have originated, whereas another legend holds that this is where a hawk adored

by Prince Shotoku is buried.

BEHTHY (BBTHIRES)
MLV L =50 ICHmbEBERY 2 TmEFmY) ] tLuuEd,
= : 3 KB |- - ) 1 v

SEAHARE ) HEICHRMINI 5 OBT

PF=2V0Y TIDY & BIAR (BE#) HBN. (EXHALD)

TITIIDI) TIDI~D TEEEBMA ! ~DBYNTN

EHFICREST. HALEHYE RHEDPMBUN I
ZVWELTUVET, MIFESLLSMIIESLYS

MAFROFEYIE DERmY~D

15



PEEES8. 5 km

r ( e 7‘ ﬁﬁ e (45 155 HE R R
ﬁ 8 QJ v j X ' = @24 N
oam_Through = T it
e - 4 ’ FRF —— - A F
1?& S FASH 7 @ o [ (R L Yo%
/ = 0 :
5 5 S - RIS ZEML
Eemsrsnn WFAER .lrﬁsmﬁ 4 = @ BB 2
: K Prh I
HEhHy JpETE = N wwsn TIARIU )
Ikaruga Town £ ’@A’ﬁf’i’iﬁ” i FA#HH
- ?f:;ﬁia o
® W %
| PR . g
iz A Lk i 55}4;
rEERAEY ‘mmmt* g1l P
‘ ’ 3 =7 Wgge~
w8l ) omr AN R T e e Y
o -7 iR s~ 8 HE X RE ST =

RHERETER
3] Hirabals

it
Station

P

|BFEE R
APt sEig

-
=
kel AT
AR "i‘\ RighRABGRE] AAE PJ‘?H
w @izt
'@@‘ // O (PER) [T °©
 RIERTREE L 5— HEs o
it i JIVEHT  maam mry

7“]‘ = [HT X i Hﬁ%”é;; gL Kawanishi Town

Kawai Town
/ﬁﬁjﬁgﬁm @ BESRH

Horyuji 1€

‘ THis

A Th 3 Lwirl

@ FIEE (FEXLH)
—EDOEEHC L AROERERT, &
BEREDPRRBEMOLEL L LYHT VLT,
BOEGEAIZIE, ARRO TR, RF. #EK,
B, BEE. HEROHTLLUAEYDE
LRBR YA S, YE0LENLOENET,

W 72 36T K °F £ | 133

TEL : 0743-57-2284
RFEEY S 1500 M
REITEZEYWMBETOTHE

(@, Nakake Jutaku

(Naka Residence, an Important Cultural Asset)

In the circular-moat Yamato mansion around which
runs a double moat, you can get a clear picture of
the Hirajiro-style residence of a medieval samurai. In
the large grounds, there many relics that give a sense
of life in those times, including the main building in
the Yamato-mune style, the front gate, a new parlor,
a jibutsudo (personal Buddhist shrine), a priest’s
quarters, an unusual teardrop-shaped furnace, and a
steam bath.
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«© Babazuka

Here a five-ring tower (the cubic bottom ring
portion) stands at the base of a single large
tree. In the Sengoku Period, Baba Mino no
Kami Nobufusa was the vassal of Katsuyori
Takeda of the Kai Province and this tower is
said to be his memorial tower after he was
fatally defeated in the Battle of Nagashino.
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@ Kitsuki Shrine

This is a shrine that deifies Susanoo no
Mikoto. In the grounds is a thirteen-story tower
(now collapsed to seven stories) that is

theorized to have been built in the Heian
Period.
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‘@ Remains of Ashiya Doman’s Mansion
A place known as “Mt. Yap” about ten meters south of Zenshoji Temple is said to be the remains

of Ashiya Doman’ s mansion. Doman was a famous yin-yang master of the Heian Period, and
legend has it that he matched wits in magical duels with Abe no Seimei.
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